
If an organisation or community group 
you work with, or know of, is looking 
for available grants my office maybe 
able to assist.  I am also happy to
provide letters of support, to request
a letter of support please visit my
website to lodge the request.

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if I can be of assistance
as we work together to support each other through these 
challenging times. 

Enter my free draw to win a luxury hamper from
Hampers to Go, which is filled with local Sunshine 
Coast produce. For details head on over to my 
Facebook page @FionaSimpsonMP to enter. 
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SUNSHINE COAST RAIL…. THE FAST FACTS....

WHAT IS FAST RAIL? 

What is FAST Rail to Maroochydore?

Fast rail to Maroochydore is different to the highly controversial 
light rail mass transit system and not to be confused.  Fast rail will 
use the preserved corridor known as CAMCOS (CAboolture to 
Maroochydore COrridor Study) to connect Brisbane to the heart 
of the Sunshine Coast at Maroochydore. 

The CAMCOS heavy rail corridor is preserved to Maroochydore 
from the Beerwah juncture on the North Coast Rail Line and will 
connect the Coast to Brisbane.

Why is it important?
We need better public transport to connect us within the 
Sunshine Coast as well as to Brisbane and SEQ, particularly with 
the 2032 Olympics and the population growth that is already 
happening regardless of this event.

Liveability on the Sunshine Coast and having alternative 
transport to cars requires better roads, rail and buses to give 
people connection.

We aren’t that far from Brisbane, but still far enough to sit in 
traffic for hours if highways are gridlocked.

Who is responsible to build it?
The State Government is responsible for passenger rail in 
Queensland. It owns the CAMCOS corridor and North Coast 
Rail Line it would connect to. For the project to progress, they 
must include it within their current transport strategies and 
lay out a plan to design, cost and fund this project rather than 
leaving it orphaned without an owner. As other infrastructure and 
development is built around this corridor, there is a danger that 
the CAMCOS heavy rail project to Maroochydore will be further 
compromised.
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WHAT IS LIGHT RAIL?

What is LIGHT Rail to Maroochydore?

The Sunshine Coast Mass Transit Project (most commonly 
associated with Light Rail, though potentially involving other 
modes) is for transport from Caloundra to Maroochydore, along 
Nicklin Way and Alexandra Pde).

Why is it important?
The Sunshine Coast needs a better integrated transport system 
to connect the whole of the Sunshine Coast.  

I believe a fleet of modern, electric buses and improved 
timetables throughout the Coast is a superior option than a 
Light Rail system just in the Caloundra-Maroochydore corridor. 
Light Rail is expensive, inflexible and removes capacity from the 
road network. It also comes with high density town planning and 
impacts, rather than enhances our natural amenity (ie Alexandra 
Headland Bluff). Even with “mode shift” (more people opting for 
public transport over cars), when combined with an increased 
density of population under Council’s town plan, and reduced 
road capacity, traffic congestion will be worse. 

 What stage is the planning at?
A majority of Sunshine Coast Councillors voted on 20 October 
to keep light rail as one of the five options in the Mass Transit 
Options Analysis Report to be referred to the State Government 
despite community opposition. This was not a unanimous 
decision. Council advised it anticipates the State Government will 
start reviewing the Options Analysis Report in the coming weeks, 
with preparation of a Detailed Business Case anticipated to get 
underway in 2022.

Who is responsible for the final decision?
The State Government will review the options provided by 
Sunshine Coast Council to make the final decision.  I will fight for 
the integrated transport plan for the Sunshine Coast and I do 
not believe that Light Rail is the right option. As I outlined above, 
there are better options which will meet our regions needs.

GET ONBOARD AND SIGN MY PETITION

Beach Patrols Resume

Last month saw the Surf Life Saving 
volunteer beach patrols resume.  I always 
love seeing the red and yellow heroes out
on the beaches.  Our lifesaving clubs put
out an extraordinary number of volunteer
hours to keep our beaches safe as well as
train the next generation to be Life Savers
as well as water safety. 

A big congratulations to Marcoola Surf Club 
being named Queensland’s Club of the Year
at the Surf Life Saving Queensland Awards, 
which was awarded from a field of 14 clubs
from Redcliffe all the way up to Rainbow Beach.
From here they will represent Queensland 
at the Surf Life Saving Australia Awards on 
6 November. In addition to this exciting win,
they also took home the Buhk Wilkes Patrol
Excellence Award, Under 15 Life Saver of the
Year and the Club Spirit Award.  Fantastic work
on so many levels!

Duplication of Sunshine Motorway

The centre of the road “rumble strips” have helped cut the accident 
rate north of the river but this busy section needs duplication. The 
10-kilometre link, from the David Low Way interchange at Pacific
Paradise to north of Yandina-Coolum Road, has been identified as a
priority section for a future upgrade with $1.75 million allocated for
duplication planning. 

The Minister for Transport and Main Roads has also confirmed that 
improvements to the Yandina-Coolum roundabout and the School
Road intersection will be considered as part of the project. The 
preliminary evaluation is expected to be completed in late 2022, 
with key stakeholders and the local community to be consulted by 
the end of the year. I will also be pressing for work to include another 
Motorway connection near West Coolum 
Road (connecting to South Coolum Road)
to improve network safety.

SUNSHINE COAST RAIL…. THE FAST FACTS....


